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UM PROFESSOR STUDIES OKANAGAN LANGUAGE
MISSOULA--
A University of Montana associate professor of anthropology, Dr. Anthony 
Mattina, will write a grammar of the Okanagan Indian language through a $10,000 
fellowship from the American Council of Learned Societies (ACLS).
Mattina said that his research will document the language, spoken by the 
Okanagan nation in southern British Columbia, that otherwise has no written 
tradition.
For several weeks this summer, Mattina collected information and made recordings 
of the Okanagan dialect on the Okanagan Reserve at Penticton, B.C. From this 
research Mattina will organize a written linguistic reference grammar for scientific 
use, which also could be used to write primer texts. He also will conduct more 
research in British Columbia after Christmas vacation.
Mattina became involved with the language through its sister dialect, the 
Colville language, spoken by northeastern Washington Native Americans, in research 
he has conducted for the past 12 years.
According to Mattina, the Okanagan nation was politically split by the establish­
ment of the United States-Canadian border and is now known as the Okanagan tribes and 
and language in British Columbia and the Colville tribes and language in Washington..
The ACLS is a non-profit federation of 43 scholarly associations, located in 
New York City, devoted to the advancement of humanistic studies. Its 1981 fellow­
ships were awarded on a conpetitive basis to 78 postdoctoral research projects in 
humanities and social sciences at 58 colleges and universities in the United States
and Canada. The fellowships are made possible by grants from the Carnegie Corportation
of New York, the Ford Foundation and the National Endowment for the Humanities.
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